
  

658 Cedar Street, St. Paul, MN 55155 

March 26, 2018  

Representative Matt Dean 

Chair, Health and Human Services Finance 

Minnesota House 

100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

Saint Paul, MN 55155 

 

 

Senator Michelle Benson 

Chair, Health and Human Services Finance and Policy 

Minnesota Senate 

95 University Ave W 

Saint Paul, MN 55155 

 

 

Representative Dean and Senator Benson, 

This letter is to inform you of a delay that will be incurred on the implementation of Periodic Data Matching 

(PDM).  

Testing of Periodic Data Matching functionality has uncovered two software defects that have been identified as 

critical to be resolved before the functionality is fully deployed and data matching processes begin. Based on 

current release schedules, these defects are planned to be resolved by July 15, 2018 in the summer release. 

Provided the summer release stays on schedule, the selection of cases for periodic data matching would begin in 

late July. 

Our original plan had been to implement PDM in July 2018, six months following the software delivery in 

January.  The interim period was intended to provide an opportunity to fix any problems in the software and to 

prepare counties for the start of PDM.  However, at the end of the 2017 Legislative Session, the legislature 

moved the start date up to April 1, 2018, in order to generate savings for the Health and Human Services 

budget.  DHS advised legislators at the time that such a move would increase risk to the project - risk that has 

played out with the defects noted above.  We estimate this three-month delay will cost the state general fund 

$13 million.   

We have heard from our county partners their concerns about the rollout of PDM functionality and the impact 

that PDM will have on their workloads. Staff from MN.IT Services and the Department of Human Services will 

continue to work with counties and MNsure through the METS governance structure to explore options for 

piloting of PDM functionality. We will rely on decision-making processes established through the governance 

structure to determine whether a pilot should be pursued, what format such a pilot should take, and to assess 

what other METS functionality would not be completed if a pilot was pursued. If a pilot further delays the 

statewide implementation of PDM, it will have additional cost to the general fund. 

  



We will continue to keep you informed of any changes in the schedule for implementation of Periodic Data 

Matching and any plans for piloting of PDM functionality that are put in place through the METS governance 

structure.  

Please do not hesitate to reach out if you have questions or would like additional information. 

Sincerely, 

                  
                                                                                            

Johanna Clyborne                                                                            Charles E. Johnson 
Commissioner and State Chief Information Officer                  Acting Commissioner 
Minnesota IT Services                                                                     Minnesota Department of Human Services 
         
Cc: Representative Erin Muprhy, Senator Tony Lourey 


